


FAKE NEWS: YOUR PAST
IS TOO UGLY FOR GOD

The enemy tries to convince us that our past is too ugly for 

God! It's a LIE!



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Do you have an UGLY past?

All of us have a past before we came to Christ. You're in good company. In fact, for 

most of us, some of our ugly past has occurred since we've come to Christ.   

How do we deal with those faults, and mistakes we've made? Let's examine how 

most people approach their past.



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

The Invisible Past

One approach is to simply pretend your past does not exist. Just go on like nothing 

ever happened. Never talk about your past nor acknowledge it. When others talk 

about their past faults and mistakes just look at them with a blank stare or give them 

a compassionate nod because you have no idea what they're talking about. 

Remember, the scripture says "Y'ALL have sinned and fallen short.



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

The Cute/Ugly Past

Another approach it to acknowledge your past- well a little. Your past has SOME ugly 

moments but for the most part wasn't that bad. Especially not in comparison with 

other people. Yeah, your past had a few shortcomings, but you really were not that 

bad. Basically, you're a good person with a good heart, you've never really done 

anything that comes close to what you've heard others admit to.



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

The Real Ugly Past

You're the person with the real ugly past. You were on the island of OUT THERE! When 

you are around church folks, you never feel like you can really tell your story because 

you know "They Can't handle the truth".  You have moments when you feel 

undeserving of God's blessings because of things you've done in the past. You don't 

talk about them, but they're always with you.



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Everyone has fallen short!

So here's the truth... we ALL have a past and ALL of them are ugly! Doesn't matter 

how we feel about what we have done or what others feel about what we've done... In 

God's eye sin is sin.. 

There are no degrees of sin: Sin is missing the mark of God's standard. Simply as that. 

 We all were born into sin and in sin we were conceived. Without Christ that's exactly 

where we're stuck.  



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Everyone has fallen short!

Jer 17:9 ““The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know 

it?” We're equal before God.. stained by the reality of son.  

The Fake News is that we can never be fully forgiven for our past and that somehow your 

sin is too ugly to qualify for God's forgiveness. Some of  you may be tormented by the 

constant reminders of your faults and failures . Can You relate?



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Why is This Important?

We can only give others what have inside of us. If you don't have it inside you can't give it. A 

constant reminder of our failures and faults affects how we view ourselves, and our ability to 

love ourselves.  It is hard to  forgive others when you can't forgive yourself. It's impossible to 

truly love others when we struggle to love ourselves. People who have never experienced the 

true love of God find it hard to forgive others and they hold people in their faults never 

freeing them by forgiving them. 



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Why is This Important?

When we are held captive to our past it poisons our present. When good things happen to use we 

can barely enjoy them because underneath we don't feel we deserve them. being tormented 

concerning your past affects your prayer life, your worship, and your ability to used by God. "Naw, 

God you need someone else for this task... there are other people better qualified than me"  God 

has endowed all of us in Christ with gifts and abilities to be used for His kingdom. Yet, so many 

people a paralyzed on the sidelines watching because they don't feel worthy to do anything for 

God.



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Why is This Important?

The results of feeling like your past is too ugly for God is that we remain captives to the very thing we've 

been set free from. Can you image sitting in a jail cell with  the key in your hand? Being in prison is not 

defined in terms of the geographic location of your body, but rather , it's the location of your mind. For 

the enemy to convince you that your past is too ugly for God is like keeping you locked in a cell with the 

key in your hand. We remain in bondage in the jail cell of our past.
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PUT YOUR PAST IN  

PERSPECTIVE



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Put Your Past In Perspective

No matter what we've done let's be clear about one thing... God already knew!  Everyone else is surprised,

including you... but not God.  I am not saying that somehow that makes what have done ok.. naw it is still 

ugly and sinful. I am just saying that God already knew we'd make those mistakes, and those bad choices.

Here's something you should consider: 1 Timothy 1:15  " This is a faithful saying and worthy of 

all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. " . Guess who 

stated this? Paul the Apostle. The man who initially persecuted Christians turned greatest evangelist 

know to  to man. 



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Put Your Past In Perspective

Paul could have keep that bit of information about him quiet.. but he chose to talk about it. So one of the 

way to put your past into perspective is embrace ALL of  you.. the good and the bad - God does! This is 

hard to do for most Christians because we've been taught to be result Christians - only tell the good parts.

 We act sometimes like we just showed up in church one day .. "and here I am .. on fire for Christ!" God 

knows ALL about us yet He still chooses to love us. All of us. And here's the great news... God never 

changes His mind about how He feels about us.  Gods response to your ugly past - "Yeah, I know that!"
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WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Bring Your Past To the Light

Here's a principle I want you to remember: "The enemy can only use what we keep hidden in the dark!" 

The secrets we keep are the very ammunition and ordinances he uses against us.  1 John 1:7 "B  ut if we 

walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 

His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  You bring your past mistakes and failures out of the dark by bringing 

 then to Jesus in confession and repentance and seeking God for forgiveness.  1 John 1:9 clearly Staes that

God wants to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us of our iniquities. Praise God!



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Bring Your Past To the Light

So the only question concerning your past is whether or not you've taken those acts/deeds. to God 

seeking forgiveness, if you have then you're forgiven!  You gave it to God let it go! However, there are 

people who willl not want to accept that you've been forgiven by God. That's their problem!  Know that 

there is a difference between what God forgives and what Man accepts.  The great news is that God will 

forgive what man cannot accept. Why, because it's God's decision not man!  Don't let man hold you to 

what God has forgiven. God wants us to be FREE.



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Bring Your Past To the Light

We struggle with so many issues because we feel that we've done things so terrible that God will not 

forgive us and people surely will not understand.  One my greatest deliverances from God is when He 

delivered me from the  opinions of people! I have done things that I am neither proud of nor do I now 

agree with and I can careless how people feel about it - God has set me free! True freedom from your past 

is when you can rest in God’s forgiveness even at the risk of not being accepted by people! So be open to 

sharing your testimony of how God has delivered you and from where God has brought you.  People need

to hear it... and so do you! Why, because faith comes by hearing... you need to be reminded as well.



FIND YOUR PURPOSE IN 

YOUR PRESENT



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Find Your Purpose In Your Present

The is a purpose to everything we've gone through. yes, even the ugly things.  The adultery , the lies, the 

thievery, you name it.  What purpose could actually come from my the failures of my past? Look at  1 

Timothy 1:16 " However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all 

longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.”  God doesn't 

cause us to sin and to make mistakes... that's totally US. However, if allowed, God can take our mess and 

use it for the benefit of others. He'll use us as a "pattern". No, God never wants His children on drugs, but 

He will not force their choice, but once they've given themselves to God and His healing power



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Find Your Purpose In Your Present

God now has an example to be shown to others.  Remember in the previous verse Paul said that he was  a 

complete sinner. Someone who had previous captured Christians and brought them to be tried and put 

to death. But something happened to Paul, he met Jesus and was saved miraculously. Now he is an 

example and pattern of God's long-suffering and mercy. Because of his example and testimony many will 

believe in the gospel of Jesus. So the recovered drug addict is now an example to those who are under the

grips of that same addiction.  Here's another principle I need you to get: "The very thing that we're 

ashamed of is the very thing that God wants to use as an example"



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Find Your Purpose In Your Present

You have an ugly past.. so now go reach those with  who need an example.  You are God's pattern and 

example of His long-suffering and mercy. Been to prison, then use the ugliness of incarceration to help 

free those who are behind bars.  Divorced? Use your experience to help someone through the pain and 

rejection of a failed marriage.  once in the sex trade? Use that experience to free others from the bondage 

of the sex industry. You have the credibility that others do not have. You've been there. You know what 

they know and have felt what they  have felt. Use the ugliness of your story to bring beauty. into the life of 

someone else. That's your purpose!



CONCLUSION



WHEN YOUR PAST IS UGLY!

Conclusion

Micah 7:19 "He will again have compassion on us, And will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins 

Into the depths of the sea." Ain't this good news!!  Our God is committed to showing us compassion and 

will forgive out iniquities. He will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.  There is no past too ugly for 

God to forgive and now hosiery so flawed He cannot use for His glory.  The fake news that your past is too 

ugly, is a lie.


