
A Study of Ephesians
BISHOP EDDIE GROSS 
CLASS 3 -WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SAVED

Scripture:
Ephesians 2:1-10


The Need for God’s Salvation
Ephesians 2:1-3 “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the [a]course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the 
sons of disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves 
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.,”

• Important Christian Doctrine: The Concept of Total Depravity
• The basic concept is derived form the “original sin” - Adamic curse. Because of 

Adam’s fall the consequence of his actions befall every person born into the world. 
Adam’s fallen nature was then passed on  to every subsequent generation. 
• Further reading - Romans 5

• We are all born spiritually dead - Psalms 51:5 “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
And in sin my mother conceived me.

• Romans 7:18-19 “18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; 
for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For 
the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 
20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in 
me.”

• Principle: You cannot live godly lives through “self-will” - it is not possible!

• Why? Because our minds are already contaminated by this world - our thinking has 
been molded and shaped 

• vs “3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, just as the others.
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• Note: One man’s choice brought death to mankind, and by choice mankind can live 
again through Christ.

Q. We are all born  __________  dead!

The Gift of God’s Salvation
Ephesians 2:4-6 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus”

• “made us alive” - the KJV uses the word “quickened together”

• Colossians 2:12-14 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And 
you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has 
made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having 
wiped out the [i]handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was 
contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross”

• “handwriting of requirements” - a notice of DEBT - because we owed the just 
payment for our sins - DEATH 

• Salvation means: Buried with Christ in death - raised with Christ in the newness of 
life - and all my sins and trespasses have been forgiven at the cross” 

• Ephesians 2:8-9 “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast”

• We were completely unable to qualify ourselves for God salvation - He freely gave the 
gift of His Son - all we can do is to receive Him!

• Further Reading: John 3

• How then did we receive God gift of salvation?

• Romans 10:9-10;13 “9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.”

Q. For by __________ we have been saved through  ________ and not of ______  it is 
the _________ of God!
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The Purpose of God’s Salvation
Ephesians 2:10 “ 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”

• Principle: God did not save us just to save us, but He saved us so that He can use us

• 2 Timothy 1:8-9 “8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of 
me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the 
power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in 
Christ Jesus before time began,”

• Note: There is but ONE purpose for the believer in Christ - Be His Witness!

• Acts 1:8 “8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be [c]witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

• James Bond has all kinds of gadgets and tech tools… 

• Your spiritual gifts were given to you to fulfill your holy calling and eternal purpose in 
Christ

• Further Reading: Acts 1-2

• Principle: Witnesses not only re-tell the story but they also re-live the story! We’re 
called to be living examples of Christ in the earth.

• John 14:12 ““Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do 
he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My 
Father.”

• It’s time for the church to not just TELL the gospel to men but also to LIVE the 
gospel before men

• That is the purpose of God’s salvation for all of us

Q. There is but __________ purpose for the believer in Christ - ___________!
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